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Chaucer Community Primary School
School Science Overview
Subject Lead: Mr Darvill
	EYFS

	Term
	Nursery
	Reception

	Autumn 1
	Theme: We Are Special
Topic: Humans
	Theme: All About Me
Topic: Humans

	Autumn 2
	Theme: We are Wind and Rain
Topic: Light
	Theme: Autumn/Sparkle and Shine
Topic: Seasonal Change/Light

	Spring 1
	Theme: We are Cold
Topic: Change in Materials
	Theme: Starry Night
Topic: Change in Materials

	Spring 2
	Theme: We are Farmers
Topic: Animals
	Theme: Dangerous Dinosaurs
Topic: Animals

	Summer 1
	Theme: We are Down in the Garden
Topic: Plants/Minibeasts
	Theme: Sunshine and Flowers
Topic: Plants

	Summer 2
	Theme: We are Travelling
Topic: Forces

	Theme: Big, Wide World
Topic: Earth and Space









	Key Stage 1 

	Term
	Year 1
	Year 2

	Autumn 1
	Plants, Seasonal Change, Weather
(Autumn)
	Introduction Living Things and Their Habitats

	Autumn 2
	Animals Including Humans
(Humans: Structure/body parts & Senses)
	Uses of Everyday Materials
(Compare and test suitability of materials)
(Bulb Planting)

	Spring 1
	Plants, Seasonal Change, Weather 
(Winter) (3 Weeks)
Everyday Materials 
(Object, Material, Property) (3 Weeks)
	Animals Including Humans 
(Humans: Grow & Stay Healthy Statements)
(Bulb Growth Diaries)

	Spring 2
	Seasonal Change – Spring 
Plants, Seasonal Change, Weather
(Signs of Spring) (3 Weeks)
Everyday Materials
 (Testing Properties) (3 Weeks)
	Animals Including Humans 
(Other animals besides humans – Animal survival in habitats, offspring/growth, food chains) 
(Revisit Habitat)

	Summer 1
	Animals Including Humans
(Features of an animal, different animals, features of different animal groups)
	Plants
(Seeds and bulbs, growing plants, keeping them healthy)

	Summer 2
	Plants
(Theme continued with a block at end of the year as well as throughout the year
(Summer)
	Revisit 
Living Things and Their Habitats
Plants: Harvesting and cooking)



	Year 1: Observe plants throughout the year
 Observe seasonal changes (LIGHT AND ASTRONOMY) throughout the year (including sunlight, weather and link with plants)
Year 2: Observe plants and animals in the local environment throughout the year

Year 1 – Sequencing Rationale
Plants
Plants are taught early in Year 1 because children can immediately observe and identify common plants in their environment. At this stage, the focus is on naming parts of plants and recognising common species, which supports early scientific vocabulary and classification. Teaching this at the start of the year also allows for long-term observation as plants change over time.
Seasonal Change
Seasonal Change runs throughout the year to allow children to make repeated observations about weather, temperature, day length and how these affect living things. This supports core disciplinary knowledge of observing over time. Linking observations back to the Plants topic strengthens understanding of how seasons impact growth.
Animals Including Humans
Animals Including Humans is placed early so children learn to identify body parts, recognise their five senses, and begin to categorise animals. This establishes basic biological knowledge and supports later work on animal groups, features and simple classification schemes. 
Everyday Materials
Everyday Materials follows once pupils can distinguish between living and non-living things. Children learn to identify objects and the materials they are made from and begin to sort materials based on simple properties such as hard/soft, waterproof or transparent. This encourages comparison skills.




Year 2 – Sequencing Rationale
Living Things and Their Habitats
This topic begins the year because children have already learned to identify animals and plants. The focus now moves to where living things are found and why environments suit certain plants and animals. It introduces the concept of habitats and food sources, helping children understand that living things depend on their surroundings.
Animals Including Humans
This is sequenced after habitats so children can apply understanding of living needs to how animals and humans survive, grow and stay healthy. The focus moves from identifying body parts to recognising life cycles and offspring growing into adults, linking observable features to biological processes. 
Uses of Everyday Materials
Materials are revisited with a shift from naming and identifying to comparing suitability for specific purposes. Children explore why certain materials are used for certain jobs.
Plants
Plants are taught once children understand life cycles and growth conditions through the Animals Including Humans topic. The focus now moves from naming parts to growing plants from seeds or bulbs, observing what plants need to stay healthy, and making predictions and comparisons. Seasonal observations continue to support this topic and reinforce change over time.




	Lower Key Stage 2

	Term
	A
	B

	Autumn 
	States of matter
 (Year 4)
	Animals including humans
 (Year 3)

	Spring 1
	Plants 
(Year 3)
	Sound
 (Year 4)

	Spring 2
	Living things and their habitats
 (Year 4)
	Forces and magnets
 (Year 3)

	Summer 1
	Electricity (Year 4)
	Animals including humans
 (Year 4)

	Summer 2
	Light
 (Year 3)
	Living things and their habitats
 (Year 4)



Animals, including humans If pupils encounter the Year 4 Animals, including humans topic as the first cycle, they would not have the necessary prior knowledge that animals and humans “get nutrition from what they eat” from the Year 3 topic. Consequently, before teaching about the digestive system in the Year 4 Animals, including humans topic, the pupils will need to be taught that animals and humans get the nutrients they require from the food they eat.
Plants and light 
Plants is sequenced before Light so that pupils first develop a secure understanding of photosynthesis as the process by which plants use light energy to make their own food. Through the Plants topic, pupils learn that light from the sun is a source of energy absorbed by chlorophyll and used to convert carbon dioxide and water into glucose and oxygen. Once this core biological idea is established, the Light topic can deepen understanding by exploring how light travels, how it can be reflected, absorbed or transmitted. Without this prior knowledge, pupils may view light only as a visual phenomenon rather than a fundamental energy transfer that drives life processes.

States of matter and sound  
States of Matter introduces pupils to the particles and helps them understand that all materials are made of particles arranged differently in solids, liquids and gases. This knowledge is essential before teaching Sound, because sound is explained as vibrations travelling through different materials, and pupils need to understand that gases like air are a state of matter through which vibrations can move. Without secure understanding of solids, liquids and gases, pupils cannot fully grasp how sound travels, why it travels at different speeds through different materials, or why it can be absorbed or blocked.

















	Upper Key Stage 2

	Term
	A
	B

	Autumn 1
	Electricity (Year 6) 
	Forces (Year 5)

	Autumn 2
	Properties and changes of materials (Year 5)
	Living things and their habitats (Year 5)

	Spring 1
	Animals including humans (year 5)
	Living things and their habitats (Year 6)

	Spring 2
	Animals including humans (Year 6)
	Earth and Space (Year 5)

	Summer
	Light (Year 6)
			Evolution and inheritance (Year 6)




Living things in their habitats If pupils encounter the Year 6 topic as the first cycle, they would not have the necessary prior knowledge from the Year 5 topic to access the learning. Consequently, these two topics should be kept in the same cycle. 

Evolution and inheritance If pupils encounter the Year 6 Evolution and inheritance topic as the first cycle, they would not have the necessary prior knowledge from the Year 5 Living things and their habitats topic to access the learning. Consequently, these two topics should be kept in the same cycle
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